Tips

Container Gardening

Geraniums, nasturtiums,
and petunias are classic,
colorful container plants.

Feed container plants at
least twice a month with
liquid fertilizer, following
the instructions on the la-
bel.

Clay puts are usually more attractive than
plastic ones, but plastic pots retain moisture
better. To get the best of both, slip a plastic
pot into a slightly larger clay pot. You can
even cover the rim of the plastic pot with soil.

Avoid small containers. They often can’t
store enough water to get through hot days.
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Begonia, browalia, dusty miller, fuchsia, lobelia,

marigold, morning glory, portulaca, snapdragon,
statice, sweet alyssum, and sweet pea.

Favorite Perennials for
Container Gardening

Astilbe, bee balm, bergenia, bleed-
ing heart, coneflower, evening
primrose, hosta, hybrid daylily,
Maltese cross, speedwell, and
tansy.

Favorite Annuals for
Container Gardening

Vegetable Gardening in Containers

Lack of yard space is no excuse for not gardening, because many vegetables can be readily grown in
containers. In addition to providing five hours or more of full sun, you must give attention to choosing
the proper container, using a good soil mix, planting and spacing requirements, fertilizing, watering, and
variety selection.

Vegetable Type of Container Recommended Varieties
Beans, snap 5-gallon window box Bush ‘Blue Lake’, Bush ‘Romano’, “Tender
Crop’
Broccoli 1 plant/5-gallon pot ‘DeCicco’, ‘Greene Comet’
3 plants/15-gallon tub
Carrots 5-gallon window hox at least ‘Danvers Half Long’, ‘Short ‘n Sweet’, ‘Tiny
12 inches deep Sweet’
Cucumbers 1 plant/1-gallon pot ‘Patio Pik’, ‘Pot luck’, ‘Spacemaster’
Eggplant 5-gallon pot ‘Black Beauty’, “Ichiban’, ‘Slim Jim’
Lettuce 5-gallon window box ‘Ruby’, ‘Salad BowlI’
Onions 5-gallon window box ‘White Sweet Spanish’, “Yellow Sweet Spanish’
Peppers 1 plant/2-gallon pot ‘Cayenne’, ‘Long Red’, ‘Sweet Banana’,
5 plants/15-gallon tub ‘Wonder’, “Yolo’
Radishes 5-gallon window box ‘Cherry Belle’, “Icicle’
Tomatoes Bushel basket ‘Early Girl’, ‘Patio’, ‘Small Fry’, ‘Sweet 100’,

“Tiny Tim’
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